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SUNDAY 20th August 2017 at 9:30am 
 

Today’s Service conducted by 
Rev Toby Keva  

Please join us for morning tea following worship 
 

Welcome to Rockingham Uniting Church 
 

Our hope is that all who come through our doors find Spiritual rest 
and nourishment, and that you will experience the presence of the 
living God in our midst. 

 

Minister 
 
Rev Toby Adhityas Keva 
 

Minister’s Hours: 10:00am - 6:00pm Wed - Sun  
Mobile: 0411 831 695 
E-mail:  toby.keva@hotmail.com 

Office Staff Margit Hanisch 
Office Hours Monday: 9:00am to 11:45am 

Friday: 9:00am to 12:00noon 
Postal Address PO Box 263 

Rockingham WA 6168 

Contact Details Phone: 9527 1014 
Email: RockinghamUniting@gmail.com 

Website Address rockinghamuniting.org 
Opportunity Shop 169 Parkin Street, Rockingham 

Monday to Friday: 10:00am to 3:30pm 
Saturday: 9:00am to 12:00noon 
Phone 9527 4660 

 
 

 
  UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
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 UPDATE  



 
 

Last Sunday’s Bible Reading: Genesis 37:1-4; 12-28 
In our Genesis reading, Joseph’s story of being sold as a slave was, perhaps, one 
of the oldest stories of human trafficking. In those times, slavery was indeed part 
and parcel of the economic system and Joseph was one victim of the cruel 
system. 
 
But Joseph’s story was part of a larger story, namely the story about God’s 
promise to give the descendants of Abraham a land where they would settle and 
grow into a strong nation. Different characters appeared along the way: Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and, now, Joseph. Each one of them had to face his own particular 
problem. Yet, they were all parts of the grand-story of a people, chosen by God, 
who journeyed to the land that God had promised to give to them. 
 
Today’s story about Joseph was a story about jealousy between siblings that 
resulted in Joseph being trafficked as a slave to Egypt. Yet, even though our 
reading ends here, the bigger story did not end here. God was not absent. God 
was involved in the plot to save Joseph from the evil plan of his brothers. Despite 
all the obstacles, God kept God’s promise to Abraham. 
 
Later on, Joseph, the slave, would become an important and powerful figure in 
Egypt; second in status only to Pharaoh (Genesis 41:37-45). God turned Joseph’s 
curse into a blessing. Many years later, when Joseph was finally reconciled with 
his brothers, he said to them, “Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people....” (Genesis 50:20) 
 
Friends, God’s will is to free all beings in the world from all kinds of slaveries. That 
is the ‘grand-design’ that God has for God’s world. This is why we are to keep our 
eyes on the ‘big-picture’ as we deal with our own particular situation so that we 
have the strength to deal with the challenges. 
 
God’s grand design may be bent, but it cannot be broken. This is the good news 
that we need to tell others and ourselves. We are to proclaim that the power of 
evil that often holds our life and others' ransom is rendered powerless in God’s 
holy presence. 
 
 
 
 

Bible Readings 27th August 2017: 
Exodus 1:8-2:10;     Psalm 124;     Romans 12:1-8;     Matthew 16:13-20 



 

 
 

Coming Events 
Sunday 27th August at 9:30am Morning Worship Service – conducted by Rev 
Toby Keva  

Church Fete  
We are looking for volunteers to help with our Church Fete on Saturday 28th 
October.  If you can help out at one of the stalls, please out your name on the 
sheet on the atrium table. 

 
 

Notices 
Thank you for the book, prayers and your loving support. 
David Hanisch & family  

 

Week’s Events from 20th – 26th August 2017 

Today 9:30am Morning Worship led by Rev Toby Keva  
Baptism of Faith Chichetekelo Jennefer Lyes  

Today 5:00pm Afternoon Service  

Prayers Remember the people of Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

It is with a heavy heart that we announce the passing away of Merle Tweedie. 
Merle was a faithful member of this congregation who has served the 
congregation in many ways. Her funeral will be held in our church on Tuesday, 
August 22 at 10 am. Please pass this information on to people who know her 
and keep her family in your prayers. 

Wednesday 10:00am Craft Group meet in the Church Hall.  All welcome, 
even if just for a chat and a cup of tea. 

Thursday 9:30am MENS GROUP OUTING to the 
Mushroom Farm & Factory and the best Strawberry 
Shop in WA. 
Ladies Welcome. Leaving the church at 9.30 sharp. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosters – 27th August 2017 

Announcements Neil Miller 

Bus Driver Brian Williams 

Reader Jim Smeaton 

Elder Seni Nawanawa 

Stewards John Burns & Jim Smeaton 

Communion Stewards  

Morning Tea Joan Willis & Pauline Harkup 

Accompanist Joy Williams 

AV System  Cameron Harris & Jioji Nawanawa 

KUCA Seni Nawanawa 
 
 

Four week averages:  Attendance 88: 9 
 

 ROCKINGHAM CONGREGATION 
 
Weekly Worship with Children's Activities each Sunday 9.30am (with 
Communion on First Sunday of each month).   
 

We aim to be a fellowship of Christians making the crucified, risen and exalted 
Lord Jesus Christ to be known, loved, worshipped and obediently followed.  We 
aim to be always open to newcomers and to serve the community and the world, 
doing all this by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

We aim to achieve this by committing ourselves to God in spiritual growth  
through prayer, bible study, and stewardship of time, talents and resources 


