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SUNDAY 17th September 2017 at 9:30am 
 

Today’s Service conducted by 
Rev Toby Keva  

Please join us for morning tea following worship 
 

Welcome to Rockingham Uniting Church 
 

Our hope is that all who come through our doors find Spiritual rest 
and nourishment, and that you will experience the presence of the 
living God in our midst. 

 

Minister 
 
Rev Toby Adhityas Keva 
 

Minister’s Hours: 10:00am - 6:00pm Wed - Sun  
Mobile: 0411 831 695 
E-mail:  toby.keva@hotmail.com 

Office Staff Margit Hanisch 
Office Hours Monday: 9:00am to 11:45am 

Friday: 9:00am to 12:00noon 
Postal Address PO Box 263 

Rockingham WA 6168 

Contact Details Phone: 9527 1014 
Email: RockinghamUniting@gmail.com 

Website Address rockinghamuniting.org 
Opportunity Shop 169 Parkin Street, Rockingham 

Monday to Friday: 10:00am to 3:30pm 
Saturday: 9:00am to 12:00noon 
Phone 9527 4660 

 
 

 
  UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 Rockingham Congregation 
 4 Erindoon Way, Waikiki 6169 

 UPDATE  



 
 

Last Sunday’s Bible Reading: Genesis 2:4 – 3:17 
In the epic novel, the Lord of the Rings by J. R. Tolkien, Eärnur, the king of 
Gondor, one of the most powerful kingdoms in middle earth, rides against his 
enemy. But he never returns from the battle and his fate cannot clearly be 
established. Since he does not leave an heir to the throne, his steward, Mardil, 
administers the kingdom in his absent. Mardil’s descendants rule Gondor for 25 
generations and they become known as the Ruling Stewards of Gondor. 
 
But these Ruling Stewards are not kings; they rule the Kingdom in place of the 
King. They swear an oath that they will rule the Kingdom ‘until the King returns’. 
They sit not on the throne, but on a simple chair made out of black stone. They 
wear no crown and hold no scepter. In reality, however, they hold all the powers 
that once belonged to the King. They change the King banners with their own 
flags and discourage speculations about claimants to the throne. The last Ruling 
Steward of Gondor even refuses to give the throne back to the rightful heir of the 
kingdom. 
 
Our reading from Genesis is also a story about humans’ struggle to gain control 
over something that was not rightfully theirs. Previously, an ideal relationship 
existed between humans, the animals, the land, and God. Under God’s authority, 
human lived side by side with the animals, supported by the land who gave its 
produce abundantly. These intimate relationships, however, were broken by 
human’s desire to take over God’s place as the rightful ruler of creation.  
 
The story is thus about our original sin, but not original sin as it is traditionally 
understood. Our original sin, according to this story, is our deep-seated desire to 
be like God; to rule over the universe as if we were the creator of it.  
 
Today, the earth is suffering. It suffers because of our wrong assumption that we 
are its masters and we have the rights to treat it as we like. But our reading in 
Genesis reminds us otherwise. Just like the Stewards of Gondor in the Lord of the 
Rings novel, we are mere stewards of creation. We have no complete authority 
over it. God has and we should return the authority of the world to where it truly 
belongs. 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Readings 24th September 2017: 
Exodus 16:2-15;     Psalm 105:1-6,37-45;     Phil 1:21-30;     Matthew 20:1-16 



 

 
 

Coming Events 
Sunday 24th September at 9:30am Morning Worship Service – conducted by 
Rev Toby Keva  

Church Fete  
We are looking for volunteers to help with our Church Fete on Saturday 28th 
October.  If you can help out at one of the stalls, please out your name on the 
sheet on the atrium table. 

 
 

Notices 
 Offering Envelopes are ready to be picked up in the atrium.  If you would like 
Offering Envelopes, please see Margit in the office. 

Contact detail change: 
Seni Nawanawa:  
Ph: 6202 9202 
Mobile: 0473 482 531 

 
 
 
 

Week’s Events from 17th – 23rd September 2017 

Today 9:30am Morning Worship led by Rev Toby Keva  

Today 5:00pm Afternoon Worship 

Prayers Remember the people of Argentina, Paraguay and 
Uruguay. 

Wednesday 10:00am Craft Group meet in the Church Hall.  All welcome, 
even if just for a chat and a cup of tea. 

Thursday 10:00am - 
11:30am 

MENS GROUP 
Topic: Education & Future Employment 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosters – 24th September 2017 

Announcements Alison Poole 

Bus Driver Brian Williams 

Reader Jim Smeaton 

Elder Joy Williams 

Stewards John Burns & Jim Smeaton 

Communion Stewards  

Morning Tea Mary Paton & Pauline Harkup 

Accompanist Ken Paton 

AV System  Jioji Nawanawa & Dean Lockwood 

KUCA Seni Nawanawa 
 
 

Four week averages:  Attendance 86: 9 
 

 ROCKINGHAM CONGREGATION 
 
Weekly Worship with Children's Activities each Sunday 9.30am (with 
Communion on First Sunday of each month).   
 

We aim to be a fellowship of Christians making the crucified, risen and exalted 
Lord Jesus Christ to be known, loved, worshipped and obediently followed.  We 
aim to be always open to newcomers and to serve the community and the world, 
doing all this by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

We aim to achieve this by committing ourselves to God in spiritual growth  
through prayer, bible study, and stewardship of time, talents and resources 


